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Let her then be serene,
Alike exempt from pity and from hate;
Let her still keep her dignity and state;

Yet from her glories something I shall glean,
For when she doth them everywhere dilate,                 35

A beam or two to me must intervene.

And this shall me sustain,
For though due merit I cannot express,
Yet she shall know none ever lov'd for less

Or easier reward. let her remain                               40

Still great and good, and from her happiness

My chief contentment I will entertain.

"RESTRAINED HOPES, THOUGH YOU DARE
NOT ASPIRE"

RESTRAINED hopes, though you dare not aspire
To fly an even pitch with my desire,

Yet fall no lower, and at least take heed

That you no way unto despair proceed,
Since in what form soe'er you keep entire,                     5

I shall the less all other comforts need.

I know how much presumption did transcend,

When that affection could at most pretend
To be believ'd, would needs yet higher soar,
And love a beauty which I should adore,                  10

Though yet therein I had no other end

But to assure that none could love her more.

Only may she not think her beauty less
That on low objects it doth still express

An equal force, while it doth rule all hearts              15

Alike in the remot'st as nearest parts,
Since if it did at any distance cease,

It wanted of that pow'r it should impart.

Small earthly lights but to some space extend,
And then unto the dim and dark do tend,                    20

And common heat doth at some length so stop,
That it cannot so much as warm one drop,
While light and heat that doth from heav'n descend
Warms the low valley more than mountain's top.